It is with considerable hesitancy that I approach the subject of 
The preparation of root canals for filling, from its inception to its termination, is an exceedingly difficult thing to do well, and an operation requiring great delicacy of manipulation to accomplish the object sought with the least infliction of suffering. This latter consideration is of the greatest importance in attempting devitalization.
Pain is an element that enters largely into almost all our operations, and to those whose dental imperfections should induce them to seek our aid, it is an obstacle, and one that is increased by every-pang that we inflict. It is an obstacle to our success, also, by presenting to us, instead of simple cavities, easily managed and giving the promise of great utility, complicated cases, delay induced requiring great skill, and promising a lesser reward for our labors.
Commercial arsenic, or arsenious acid, has been used since 1836 for devitalizing tooth pulps. It has been misused and abused, but for all that it has become the accepted means to this end, and the number of pulps destroyed in other ways is proportionately very small.
Arsenic is a caustic irritant, and as such acts upon the dental pulp?just how, I do not pretend to say, but I see no reason for assuming that it is very different from other caustics in mode of action, save as increased potency is a difference.
None of the " fine spun " theories that have been advanced thiow any light upon the subject, because none of them agree with known facts. One ingenious theory is that the arsenic, being an irritant, causes congestion', congestion strangulation, and the pulp sloughs at the apical foramen.
That is a good theory when the facts bear it out, but they don't very often, because only a small portion of We must be on our guard, therefore, against greater ease of forcing the medicament through.
The rule to save all pulps alive, whenever possible is never so pertinent as in the treatment of these teeth, because in permanent teeth partly formed, further growth ceases on death of pulp, that being pulp function. The root of pulpless temporary teeth cannot be absorbed, and may create disfigurement.
It is not necessary to allow so much time in these cases for arsenical action. In temporary teeth, twenty-four hours is long enough, and one application likely to be sufficient. For young children, I would prefer to use frequent applications of carbolic acid or tincture of iron.?Southern Dental
